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the case tucked under his arm. He chased after him as
quickly as he could in the crush of people. At the exit to
the street he almost reached him, when he noticed with a
sinking heart that the man had beckoned a taxi, swung
himself into it and driven off at a great speed.
Dr. Albert, still believing that it was a case of pure
accident, immediately pulled all the strings he knew to
regain possession of the documents. But all his attempts
were quite unsuccessful.
And then he" had a disagreeable surprise. On the
15th August 1915 the New York World published the cream
of what he had in his case, among other things some very
compromising letters about the purchase of American
munition factories by German middlemen.
The loss of this dispatch-case was only publicly cleared
up fifteen years later. In 1930 Mr. MacAdoo, the Secre-
tary to the Treasury at the time of the incident, explained
that Dr. Albert, like most other instruments of the German
Government, was shadowed by a special detective. Frank
Burke, the well-known American detective, was entrusted
with the task of keeping a watch on Dr. Albert, and he
entered the elevated with him on that July day in 1915.
When he saw that Dr. Albert had fallen asleep he took
possession of the documents and brought them to Mr.
MacAdoo, his employer. MacAdoo was at that time
known to be very friendly towards England. He at once
sat down to study the papers of which Dr. Albert had been
deprived, but it was only fifteen years later that he said :
* The more I saw of them, the more I realised their
immense importance.'
Much as he would have liked to see the publication
of the documents undertaken by the American Govern-
ment itself, this was impossible, as diplomatic relations
between America and Germany were then unimpaired.
And therefore,' by a roundabout way, he placed the
most' interesting of the documents in the hands of the
New York World, which soon saw that good use was made
of thent.